
MYTH
The Community  Safety and
Health Amendment Act  would
legal ize  sex work and create
red-l ight  distr icts  in  the
Distr ict  of  Columbia.

F A C T
The Community  Safety and Health
Amendment Act  s imply decriminal izes–or
removes cr iminal  penalt ies  for–consensual
sex exchange between adults.  Legal izat ion
entai ls  a  complicated government regulatory
structure and could lead to the creation of
“red l ight”  distr icts.  Decr iminal izat ion does
not  preclude common sense labor,  health,
and safety regulat ions.

Learn more at www.davidgrosso.org

#DecrimNowDC



MYTH
Decriminal izat ion of  sex work
wil l  lead to  an insatiable
demand for  buying sex that  wi l l
increase “sex tourism” and
minors  forced into sexual
exchange.

F A C T
A study completed in  2012 fol lowing
New Zealand’s  2003 decr iminal izat ion
of  sex work concluded that  “the number
of  sex workers,  and those workers
underage,  does not  appear  to  have
signif icantly  changed.”

Learn more at www.davidgrosso.org

#DecrimNowDC



MYTH
Without  cr iminal  penalt ies  for
sex work,  pol ice  cannot  stop
human traff icking or  help
those,  especial ly  minors,  who
are being forced into sex
work.

F A C T
Decriminal iz ing sex work leaves  in  place
protections for  minors  & al l  laws
prohibit ing coercion,  exploitat ion,  and
human traff icking.  It  a lso makes it  easier
to identify  and stop human traff icking by
al lowing those involved in  sexual
exchange to more readi ly  report  when
someone is  being coerced or  exploited to
authorit ies  without  fear  of  being
prosecuted themselves.

Learn more at www.davidgrosso.org

#DecrimNowDC



MYTH
The Community  Safety and
Health Amendment Act
legal izes  pimping and
brothels  in  the Distr ict  of
Columbia.

F A C T
The Community  Safety and Health
Amendment Act  does not  legal ize  brothels
or  “pimps”.  By law,  anyone who uti l izes
force,  f raud,  or  coercion to get  another
person involved in  the sex industry  is  a
traff icker.  Whi le  “pimp” is  a  part icular ly
racial ized term, most  people  associate it
with coercion or  exploitat ion,  which would
remain cr iminal ized.

Learn more at www.davidgrosso.org

#DecrimNowDC



MYTH
Decriminal iz ing sex workers
whi le  st i l l  cr iminal iz ing
buyers,  or  “ johns”,  would
reduce the demand for  sex
workers  and improve their
safety.

F A C T
Criminal iz ing buyers  who are  purchasing
sexual  services  from a consenting adult
forces  sex workers  to  be complic it  in
cr iminal  act iv ity  and does not  improve
safety for  sex workers.  I t  g ives  sex
workers  less  t ime to screen dangerous
cl ients  or  negotiate safe  sex pract ices  in
order  to  protect  buyers.  
 

Learn more at www.davidgrosso.org

#DecrimNowDC


